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l.-DEFINITION
519.] Food poisoning may be described in general terras as any illness
due to the ingestion of unwholesome food or drink. It includes therefore
such diverse conditions as poisoning by inorganic chemicals, such as
lead, arsenic, and antimony; by poisonous plants, such as hemlock and
nightshade; by poisonous fungi and ergot-infected grain; and by the
use for food of poisonous fish and molluscs. Each of these poisonings
has a pharmacological syndrome peculiar to itself. The commonest form
of food poisoning, however, is the gastro-enteritis due to bacterial infec-
tion of food or drink, and it is this form which is generally meant in
modern usage of the term.
Dyspepsias due to excess or indigestibility of such food as unripe fruit Dyspepsia
are not included, nor are the infective diseases, such as scarlatina,
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